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Viewing  cable  08VIENNA1697,  AUSTRIAN  VIEW  OF  NICARAGUAN 
MUNICIPAL  ELECTIONS 

If  you  are  new  to  these  pages,  please  read  an  introduction  on  the  structure  of  a cable  as  well  as  how  to 
discuss  them  with  others.  See  also  the  FAOs 

Understanding  cables 

Every  cable  message  consists  of  three  parts; 

• The  top  box  shows  each  cables  unique  reference  number,  when  and  by  whom  it  originally  was  sent, 
and  what  its  initial  classification  was. 

• The  middle  box  contains  the  header  information  that  is  associated  with  the  cable.  It  includes 
information  about  the  receiver(s)  as  well  as  a general  subject. 

• The  bottom  box  presents  the  body  of  the  cable.  The  opening  can  contain  a more  specific  subject, 
references  to  other  cables  Ibrowse  bv  origin  to  find  them)  or  additional  comment.  This  is  followed 
by  the  main  contents  of  the  cable:  a summary,  a collection  of  specific  topics  and  a comment  section. 

To  understand  the  justification  used  for  the  classification  of  each  cable,  please  use  this  WikiSource  article 
as  reference. 

Discussing  cables 

If  you  find  meaningful  or  important  information  in  a cable,  please  link  directly  to  its  unique  reference 
number.  Linking  to  a specific  paragraph  in  the  body  of  a cable  is  also  possible  by  copying  the  appropriate 
link  (to  be  found  at  theparagraph  symbol).  Please  mark  messages  for  social  networking  services  like 
Twitter  with  the  hash  tags  #cablegate  and  a hash  containing  the  reference  ID  e.g.  #08VIENNA1697. 

Reference  ID  Created  Released  Classification  Origin 

08VIENNA1697  2008-11-21  07:32  2011-08-30  01:44  CONFIDENTIAL  Embassy  Vienna 

Appears  in  these  articles: 

http://www.nacion.eom/2011-05-30/Mundo/NotasSecundarias/Mundo2758456.aspx 

http://www.nacion.eom/2011-05-30/Mundo/NotasSecundarias/Mundo2758467.aspx 

http://www.nacion.com/2Ql  l-05-30/Mundo/NotasSecundarias/Mundo2758468.aspx 

http://www.nacion.com/2Ql  l-05-30/Mundo/NotasSecundarias/Mundo2758464.aspx 

http://www.conFidencial.com.ni/articulo/4103/la-embusa-y-el-gabinete-de-ortega 

http://www.confidencial.com.ni/articulo/4104/d-rsquo-escoto-en-onu-ldquo-un-desafio-de-ortega-a-ee- 

uu-rdquo 

http://www.confidencial.com.ni/articulo/4102/estrada-y-la-ldquo-doble-cara-rdquo-ante-ee-uu 

http://www.confidencial.com.ni/articulo/3966/la-ldquo-injerencia-rdquo-de-ee-uu-en-el-2006 

http://www.nacion.com/2Ql  l-05-23/Mundo/Relacionados/Mundo2758764.aspx 

http://www.nacion.com/2011-05-23/Mundo/NotaPrincipal/Mundo2758753.aspx 

http://www.confidencial.com.ni/articulo/404l/mil1ones-de-dolares-sin-control-y-a-discrecion 

http://www.confidencial.com.ni/articulo/4040/la-ldquo-injerencia-rdquo-de-venezuela-en-2006 

http://www.confidencial.com.ni/articulo/4047/rodrigo-barreto-enviado-de-ldquo-vacaciones-rdquo 

http://www.nacion.com/2Ql  l-05-16/Mundo/NotasSecundarias/Mundo2757239.aspx 

http://www.nacion.com/2Q  11-05-1 6/Mundo/NotaPrincipal/Mundo2746658.aspx 

http://www.nacion.com/2Q  1 1 -05-1 6/Mundo/Relacionados/Mundo2757244.aspx 

http://www.nacion.com/20 1 1 -05-1 6/Mundo/Relacionados/Mundo2746673  .aspx 

http://www.confidencial.com.ni/articulo/3991/dra-vadira-centeno-desmiente-cable-diplomatico-eeuu 

http://www.confidencial.com.ni/articulo/3968/pellas-pronostico-a-eeuu-victoria-de-ortega-en-2006 

http://www.confidencial.com.ni/articulo/3967/barreto-era-ldquo-fuente-confiable-rdquo-para-eeuu 
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E.O.  12958:  DECL:  11/21/2018 
TAGS:  PGOV  PREL  NU  AU 

SUBJECT:  AUSTRIAN  VIEW  OF  NICARAGUAN  MUNICIPAL  ELECTIONS 
REF:  STATE  122262 

Classified  by:  Economic-Political  Counselor  J.  Dean  Yap  for 
reasons  1.4  (b)  and  (d) . 

J.1 . (C)  Polchief  discussed  reftel  points  November  20  with 
Andreas  Melan,  MFA  Unit  Chief  for  Latin  America  and  the 
Caribbean.  Melan  agreed  that  the  Nicaraguan  municipal 
elections  did  not  meet  international  standards.  He  said  the 
declining  democratic  standards  in  Nicaragua  have  been  an 
increasing  concern  for  the  EU;  the  current  French  term 
presidency  has  consistently  included  Nicaragua  on  the  agenda 
in  EU  fora.  Melan  said  a number  of  EU  states  that  were 
providing  budget  support  to  the  Nicaraguan  government  have 
recently  reduced  or  frozen  their  assistance  because  the 
government  has  failed  to  adequately  account  for  the  funds. 

The  GOA,  by  contrast,  provides  development  assistance 
directly  to  local  governments  and  NGOs  in  Nicaragua,  and 
continues  to  be  able  to  monitor  those  programs  thoroughly,  he 
said . 

^2.  (C)  Nevertheless,  the  EU  has  not  yet  addressed  the  issue 

of  the  November  9 elections.  When  it  does,  the  GOA  would 
support  a strong  message  criticizing  the  election 
irregularities,  he  said.  Melan  questioned,  however,  whether 
it  would  make  sense  to  call  for  a recount.  Noting  that  the 
Nicaraguan  government  had  already  recounted  the  Managua  vote, 
he  averred  that  any  official  recount  would  only  confirm  the 
results  of  the  flawed  election. 
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